[The efficacy and tolerance of ivermectin (Mectizan) prescribed for the patient with multiple filarial infections (Loa loa/Onchocerca and/or M. perstans)].
Administration of ivermectin (Mectizan) in Loa loa filariasis induces a significant decrease of microfilaria load within 3 to 15 days. The excellent tolerability of the drug in patients infested simultaneously by O. volvulus and Loa loa allows to use ivermectin in mass treatments in geographical areas where the same patients can be affected by several filariasis. There is almost no efficacy against Mansonella perstans. A second administration one month after the first one in Loa loa affected patients has not led to a complete disappearance of microfilaria; the tolerability has still been good. Efficacy on Ascaris lumbricoides appears to be excellent; further studies are necessary in the cases of trichuriasis, ancylostomiasis and strongyloidiasis.